
Changes to Community Sports Club Grant Scheme in response to Covid 19 

As of 1st April, for an initial period of six months, we're introducing significant flexibility to reflect 
our current circumstances in how our grant funds are allocated, and managed.  

During this period, the primary purpose of the grant schemes will be to support those organisations who are eligible 

for/support the outcomes of our funds to mitigate the short-term impact of, and accelerate recovery from, the 

emerging coronavirus (COVID-19) situation. 

What this means for any new applications:  

Throughout this period, we are going to be much more flexible in terms of the types of cost we will fund.  
 
Examples of the types of activities we will prioritise funding for during this period include: 
 

• Activities that enable organisations to retain some level of engagement with their target audience throughout the 
COVID 19 emergency (e.g. digital/online projects) 
 

• Development projects that will help organisations to return to normal operations, and accelerate their recovery 
post COVID 19 emergency. 

 

In exceptional circumstances*, we may also consider funding: 

 

• Activity intended to mitigate the financial and operational impact of Covid-19 (e.g. fixed costs, which are no longer 
supported with revenue as a result of COVID 19).  
 

*Funding for this type of project will only be considered in exceptional circumstances, for organisations who:   
• Are not eligible for or in receipt of other emergency funding either from Government, National Lottery 

distributors, or other national or local emergency funds. 
• Are at greatest financial risk from coronavirus (COVID-19) due to a reliance on revenue or community fundraising 

income streams. 
• Are at greatest financial risk due to having limited reserves ie less than three months and limited access to the 

short-term liquidity needed for essential activity. 
 

Ultimately, it’s up to you to tell us what you need here. We appreciate this will vary depending on your individual 

circumstances, and what funding you are eligible to access from elsewhere.  

However, things we definitely will not consider funding include: 
• Core staffing costs 
• Activities or costs which are already covered by other government funding 
• Funding for individuals 

 
The following changes will be made to our application and assessment process in order that we can get funding to 
where it’s needed as quickly as possible:  
 
• Organisations who have received a grant from our funding the last 12 months will still be able to apply for 

additional grant funding to support with the current situation.  

• Those organisations who have already applied to our fund in the last 12 months (regardless of whether they were 
successful), will not be required to provide supporting documents. 

We will aim to provide a decision within 4 weeks of applications being received 



Changes to Community Sports Club Grant Scheme in response to Covid 19 

Note: Due to limitations on funding available, it’s likely that we will not be able to fund all projects. We will 
therefore be prioritising those organisations we feel are most in need and who’s projects offer the greatest 
impact.  

What this means for existing projects: 

• It may be difficult to deliver projects as planned – so if you have recently received funding from us for something 
specific, but it's no longer possible to deliver it, or you want, or need, to deliver it in a different form, speak to us 
about the changes you want to make and we can discuss funding in this new context 
 

• The timings of your work may need to change from what we'd previously agreed – if you feel this is the case, 
please discuss with us the changes you think you might need to make and we'll support you to do that 

 

• The targets and conditions within the funding agreements we have with you may not be relevant, appropriate or 
proportionate given the drastically changed circumstances – our focus is on achieving our key priorities around 
supporting the sector and encouraging people to stay active, not on asking you to report on previously agreed 
conditions 

 

• More generally, you may want to use the money you receive from us in a different way, or on different things, to 
respond to the current situation or to keep your organisation going – we can be clear now that you are able to do 
this, and should discuss with us the changes you’d like to make. 

 

• If we've committed to providing your organisation or your project with future funding, we remain absolutely 
committed to doing that, but we'll listen to you and be as flexible as we can be as to where, how and when that 
funding is deployed. 

For further information, or to discuss your project, please contact your Local Club Durham Officer. Contact 
details available via the Club Durham website (www.clubdurham.co.uk/contact-us) 

 

 

http://www.clubdurham.co.uk/contact-us

